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AITA, IMG Reliance to boost Indian Tennis Talent   

Coaching Legend Nick Bollettieri to select youngsters for  

IMG Reliance Scholarships for India  
 
New Delhi, July 12, 2010: The All India Tennis Association (AITA) and  

IMG Reliance have joined hands to develop the latent tennis potential in the 

country. As part of this initiative, Tennis Coaching legend Nick Bollettieri is 

visiting India to identify the talent in the country. Under the aegis of AITA, trials 

will be conducted under the watchful eyes of Bollettieri for selection of young 

tennis players for the IMG Reliance Scholarships for India programme. The 

programme is a unique initiative to identify talented Indian athletes, who will be 

provided with full sporting and academic scholarships to train and coach at the 

IMG Academies in Brandenton, Florida, United States of America. Nick Bollettieri 

is accompanied by Miguel Rosa, a leading tennis coach from IMG Academies.   

 

The IMG Academies has an enviable track record in playing a critical role in the 

development of some of the most renowned names in the world of Tennis 

including Andre Agassi, Monica Seles, Maria Sharapova among others. India’s 

current leading young tennis player Yuki Bhambri has also trained at the 

Academy. 

 

Over 50 talented boys and girls, identified by AITA and in consultation with 

coaches across the country, took the selection trials on 11th and 12th July 2010 at 

R. K. Khanna Tennis Stadium, New Delhi. The talented tennis players, aged 

between 11 -15 years, undertook the trials. Upto 15 youngsters from this talented 

pool will qualify for the second phase of the trial, which will be organised at 

Brandenton in August 2010.  
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At the end of phase two of the selection process, upto four tennis players are 

expected to become full time scholars at the IMG Academies beginning from 

September 2010. These youngsters will continue at the Academy till their 

education is completed, and will receive first class academic instruction as well 

as first class sports coaching. Their performance will be analyzed every year and 

accordingly the scholarship will continue. 

 

The selected candidates will enhance their tennis skills at the Nick Bollettieri 

Tennis Academy (NBTA) facilities, a state-of-the-art tennis players’ paradise 

located within the confines of IMG Academies in Bradenton, Florida. The aim of 

the Nick Bollettieri Tennis Academy is to produce tennis players that have been 

armed with a multi-faceted approach which includes blending the technical and 

strategic on-court training with specialized performance physical training and 

mental conditioning, along with a custom designed academic curriculum. The 

Bollettieri approach not only builds athletes on the court, but more importantly, 

prepares them for a successful life off the court as well.  

 

Commenting on the initiative, Anil Kr. Khanna, Hon. Exec Vice President & 
Secretary General, AITA said, “The IMG Reliance Scholarships for India is an 

exciting proposition to the hundreds of talented players in the country. AITA has 

always recognized the need for quality grass roots programme for developing 

potential in this country and we are happy to partner IMG Reliance Scholarships 

for India in their endeavor to identify and hone talent under the legendary Nick 

Bollettieri. The initiative augurs well for the future of Indian tennis and developing 

world class Indian players.”    
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“The IMG Reliance Scholarships for India programme has been conceived to 

offer the best of coaching to the young talent while we continue our pursuit of 

building world class sports academies in the country. I am confident that the 

selected young sportspersons will value this opportunity and strive to unleash 

their true potential under the watchful eyes of some renowned coaches at the 

IMG Academies. We are entering a defining phase of development of the 

sporting talent in the country and IMG Reliance keenly looks forward to playing 

its part in this exciting journey,” said Mrs. Nita Ambani, Member on the Board, 

IMG Reliance. 

 

“India is an emerging force in world tennis and has contributed some attractive 

stars to the game. We believe that the IMG Reliance Scholarships for India 

initiative will serve as a pivot to identify and develop the tennis talent in the 

country and provide them with total preparation to take on the world stage. We 

have embarked on a remarkable journey with The All India Tennis Association 

and hope to build on our common objective of developing the talent pool in the 

country,” added Andrew Wildblood, Executive Director, IMG Reliance.       

 

Set over 400 pristine acres in Bradenton, Florida, IMG Academies features 

programs throughout the year for the IMG Bollettieri Tennis Academy, IMG 

Leadbetter Golf Academy, IMG Performance Institute, IMG Baseball, IMG 

Basketball, IMG Soccer, IMG Madden Football and IMG Lacrosse Academies. 

Since inception, IMG Academies' trained athletes have won 131 All Stars, 63 

MVP Awards, 22 World Championships, 5 National Titles, 2 Heisman Trophies, 

889 Tournaments, 107 Major Championships and 11 Olympic Medals. 
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About AITA: 

All India Tennis Association (AITA) is the national body of tennis in India affiliated 

to the Indian Olympic Association and the International Tennis Federation. AITA 

with its major objective of development of Game and broad basing Tennis in 

India has developed a comprehensive junior and senior - National and 

International Tournament Structure. AITA is holding maximum number of 

professional tournaments in Asia and highest number of ITF Juniors. We have a 

well established coach’s education programme recognized by the ITF and 

Officiating Programme. Present thrust is on expanding the base by introducing 

conduct of junior tournaments in rural areas. 

 
For further Information, please contact: 

Richa Bakshi 

AITA  

Mobile: 9810004280 

Email: richa@asiantennis.com 

 

Manoj Warrier / Rohit Khanna 

NeUCom Consulting 

Mobile: +91 98214 14954 / +91 98184 81115  

Email: manoj.warrier@neucomconsulting.com / rohit.khanna@neucomconsulting.com    


