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Fuel stress hits ecomwhere
it hurtsmost— the lastmile
Diesel crunch, tighter credit, and LPG shortages stall expansion, squeezemargins
peerZADA ABrAr
Bengaluru, 27March

India’s ecommerce and quick-com-
merce supply chains are beginning to
feel thefirst tangibleeffectsof theWest
Asia energy crisis, industry executives
said,asfuelshortagesandtighterdiesel
credit termsdisrupt logistics anddelay
infrastructureexpansion.
In parts of Gujarat and Uttar Pra-

desh,fuelconstraintsareaffectinggen-
erator-dependent dark stores that
underpinrapiddeliverynetworks.
At the same time, thewithdrawal of

fuel credit anddiscount arrangements
for commercial diesel users is squeez-
ing last-mile economics. Liquefied
petroleumgas (LPG) shortages are also
delaying new fulfilment centres, turn-
ing a geopolitical shock into an oper-
ational strain on India’s digital
commercebackbone.
“This directly hits unit

economicsoneveryorder,”an
executive said. “The industry
is simultaneously facing cost
inflation on the supply side
anddemandcompressionon
theconsumerside—amargin
squeezefrombothends.”
Fuel surcharges on

last-mile logistics are rising,
packagingcostshavejumped
about 30 per cent, and delays in
dark-store construction are slowing
capacityexpansion.
Executivessaidrestrictionsondiesel

distributionviamobilevansaredisrupt-
ing generator-dependent dark-store

networks that power 10-minute and
same-daydeliveryacrossnorthernand
westernIndia.
“Beyond delivery, infrastructure

buildout is slowing. LPG shortages
are causing seven- to 10-
daydelaysintheconstruc-
tion of new fulfilment
centres and dark stores,”
saidapersonfamiliarwith
thematter.
Packaging input costs

are up about 30 per cent,
executivessaid,aspolybags
and seals — derived from
petrochemicals—become

moreexpensiveamidasupplysqueeze.
“Thecostof logistics andpackaging

has started to rise. If diesel prices
increase, transportation costswill also
go up,” said Satish Meena, founder of
ecommerceconsultancyDatumIntelli-

gence. “The impact is currently limited
to some pockets of the country, but it
will becomemore visible if the conflict
continues. Fornow, the situation is not
difficult, but it is challenging. Ecom-
merce firms are monitoring it closely
over thenext fewweeks.”
At the same time, higher pump

prices are expected to curb discretion-
aryspendingamongmass-marketcon-
sumerswithinweeks, pressuring sales
ofelectronics,apparelandhomegoods,
andaccelerating a shift fromgrowth to
costdiscipline.
“The lag is typically two to three

weeksbeforeitshowsinplatformdata,”
anotherpersonsaid.
In the near term, companies are

already seeing pressure in segments
such as cooked food, groceries, and
packaged products. Some executives
saidprices for certain food items could

rise by 25–30 per cent if the conflict
persistsover thenext fewweeks.
“Many eateries and restaurants

are already facing LPG shortages, and
that disruption in retail supply will
eventually ripple through the ecom-
merce ecosystem.”
Restaurants and eateries in cities

includingBengaluru,Mumbai,andKol-
katahavereportedLPGshortages,panic
buying and price spikes, while gig
workers and delivery partners using
LPGorcompressednaturalgasvehicles
arefacinglongqueuesforrefuellingand
fewer trips,accordingtomediareports.
Executives also said some small

businesses exporting food products to
West Asia are beginning to face dis-
ruptions as logistics and trade routes
comeunderstrain.
“Ifpetrolprices riseandtheconflict

persists for severalmonths, the impact
will cascade through logistics and
transportation,” another industry
executivesaid.
“That would eventually push up

prices across multiple product cat-
egoriesone-commerceplatforms.”
Beyondmargins,thecostpressureis

forcing a broader rethink ofworkforce
and capacity planning across the
industry. Companies are shifting from
growthmode to efficiencymode faster
thananticipatedat thestartof theyear.
“The companies that navigate this

well will be those that move early
oncostdiscipline.Thosethatdon’twill
show it in the 2026-27 first-quarter
(April-June) numbers,” another
person said.
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APSEZ sets up India’s first Port of Refuge to boostmaritime safety
AmAN SAhu
NewDelhi, 27March

AdaniPortsandSpecialEconomicZone
Ltd (APSEZ)onFriday said it hadoper-
ationalised India’s first Port of Refuge
(PoR), creating a formal system to
handlemaritimeemergenciesandsup-
portvessels indistress.Themovefills a
longstanding gap in India’s maritime
safety infrastructure.

A PoR, as defined by the Interna-
tionalMaritimeOrganization, is a des-
ignated place where ships can seek
shelter during emergencies to stabilise
conditions, protect lives and reduce
environmentaldamage.Whilesuchsys-
tems are common in major maritime
nations, India did not have a formal
frameworkuntilnow.
APSEZhas identifiedDighi Port on

thewestcoastandGopalpurPortonthe

east coast as PoR locations. Dighi Port
will support traffic in the Arabian Sea
and routes to the Persian Gulf, while
Gopalpur Port will serve vessels in the
Bay of Bengal and routes towards the
MalaccaStrait.
These facilities will offer services

suchassalvageandwreckremoval,fire-
fightingandpollutioncontrol. Special-
ised equipment and trained teamswill
bedeployedtomanagesuchoperations.

“Thismilestonemarks a significant
step in strengthening India’smaritime
safetyecosystem,”saidAshwaniGupta,
whole-timedirectorandchiefexecutive
officerofAPSEZ, ina statement. “Ports
connecteconomiesbutaPortofRefuge
protectslives.Byestablishingdedicated
PoR infrastructure, we are elevating
India’s maritime preparedness and
setting a new benchmark for world-
classcoastal safety.” vvvv
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‘Once upon aTime...
inHollywood’: Oscars
set to get a newvenue

Facing headwinds
Amid fuel shortage, generator-n
dependant dark stores, central
to 10-minute delivery, are in a fix
Construction of new fulfilmentn
centres and dark stores has been
delayed by 7-10 days
Packaging costs have gone upn
by 30 per cent
Experts suggest, within 2-3 weeks,n
higher fuel price will bring a major
shift in consumer behaviour
Firms operating in packaged foodn
segment are already feeling the heat

Nicole SperliNg
Los Angeles, 27March

Thebiggestnight inHollywood
will no longer take place in
Hollywood. Beginning in 2029
—thesameyear theOscar tele-
cast moves to YouTube — the
Academy Awards will move to
downtownLosAngeles, toL.A.
Live, a sports-and-entertain-
ment complex adjacent to the
Crypto.comArena.
The annual award show

will be held at the Peacock
Theater, a venue with 500 to
1,000 more seats than the
event’s current home, the
DolbyTheater.
Thechange ispartofadeal

that runs through 2039
between the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences andAnschutzEnter-
tainment Group (AEG), a
global developer of sports and
entertainmentspaces.
The move will end the

event’s decades-long relation-
ship with the Dolby Theater
located at the centre ofHolly-
wood. The theater is just steps
from where the first Oscars
were held, in the Blossom

Room at the Hollywood
RooseveltHotel.
Yet thiswill not be thefirst

time theOscarswill takeplace
indowntownLosAngeles.The
ceremony first moved down-
town to the Biltmore Hotel in
1931. From 1969 to 1987, it was
held at the Dorothy Chandler
Pavilion. The academy then
alternated venues between
the Chandler and the nearby
Shrine Auditorium for years
until it moved back to Holly-
woodin2002.
“We are thrilled to partner

with a global powerhouse like

AEG,” Bill Kramer, the acad-
emy’s chief executive, and
Lynette Howell Taylor, its
president, said in a statement.
“Theirtrackrecordforbuilding
andoperating technologically
sophisticatedliveperformance
venues isunrivaled.”
“L.A. Livewas built to host

the moments that define cul-
ture, and there is no greater
global stage than the Oscars,”
Todd Goldstein, AEG’s chief
revenueofficersaid.
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
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TheOscarswill beheldat thePeacockTheatreatL.A.Live,
15kmfromthecurrentvenueDolbyTheatre, from2029
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Redmi15A5Glaunched
Xiaomihas launched theRedmi 15A 5G smart-
phone in India, featuring a 6.9-inchHD+display,
aUNISOCT8300 chip,
and a 6,300mAh
battery. It also
supportsAI
features such
asGoogle
Gemini and
Circle to
Search. The
devicewill be
available from
April 3, start-
ing at ~ 12,999.

Applediscontinues
MacPro
ApplehasremovedtheMac
Profromitsonlinestore.The
firmconfirmedto9To5Mac
that theMacProhasbeendis-
continuedandthat itdoesnot
planto introduceasuccessor,
shifting its focustotheMac
Studioas itsprimarydesktop
offeringforpowerusers.
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