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SEEKING BLESSINGS: Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, BJP chief Nitin Nabin and other
leaders offer prayers at Kasba Ganpati in Pune on Wednesday. ArRuL HORIZON

Tender window cut for rural
roads to meet Sept 30 deadline

Alok Deshpande
Mumbai, September 16

WITH THE Centresettinga Sep-
tember 30 deadline for issuing
work orders under the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
(PMGSY), the Maharashtra gov-
ernmenthasshortened thetime
available for contractors to bid
for rural road works, amove that
hasdrawn opposition from con-
tractor associations. Under a
government resolution issued
on September 15, the e-tender
period for works valued be-
tweenRs10lakh and Rs25 crore
has been cut to eight days from
15to25days earlier.

For works between Rs 25
crore and Rs 100 crore, the bid-
ding period hasbeenreduced to
15 days from 25 days, while
works above Rs 100 crore will
have a 21 day tender period in-
stead of 25 days.

Theworksare tobeissued at
the Zilla Parishad level.

If there are no bidders, the
tenders will be reissued with a
further reduction in the time
available for bidding.

The government said the
decision was taken to meet the
Centre’s deadline for PMGSY
works. “The Union Govern-
ment has issued directives to
issue work start orders for ap-
proved works under the Prad-
han Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
Phase I and IV by September
30,”the September 15 resolution
said. It said tender processes
needed tobe completed intime
so that work could actually
begin, but administrative and
other issues were delaying the
process.

The move has, however,
drawn criticism from contrac-
tors. Milind Bhosle, president of
the Maharashtra State Contrac-
tors Association, questioned the
need to shorten the bidding
period, particularly when the
decisionisapplicable onlyuntil
December 31. “There was no
need toreduce the timeand the
said decision is applicable till
December 31 only. Was it to en-
surethatall workisgiventoase-
lect few?” Bhosle said.

He also said the increase in
the number of works would

come at a time when contrac-
tors across Maharashtra were
facing pending payments of
morethanRs80,000 crore from

UNIFORM CIVIL CODE IMPLEMENTATION

Panel yet to begin consultations
as Amit Shah sets 2029 deadline

Seven-member
committee has met
once since July;
Bill may be tabled
in December

Sadaf Modak
Mumbai, September 16

MAHARASHTRA'S  seven-
member committee, tasked
with preparing the state’s Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC) draft, has
met only once even as Union
Home Minister Amit Shah set a
2029 deadlinetoimplement the
proposalinall21 BIPNDA-ruled
states.

Addressing a gathering on
Sunday, Amit Shah announced
that UCC would be imple-

¢ UCC committee: What happens next

Draft preparation

Seven member panel is working
onthedraft UCCandits
recommendations.

Public consultation

Committee s likely to seek views
from stakeholders and the general
public.

Questionnaire

A public feedback questionnaire
may seek views on marriage,
divorce, live in relationships,
inheritance and adoption.

Wider outreach

Feedback may be collected
through a website and with the help
of legal and paralegal volunteers.

Committee report

Panel has been given six months
to submit its report to the
Maharashtra government.

Billin Assembly

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
has said the government aims to
table the UCC Bill during the
winter sessionin December.

mented in all NDA-ruled states
before the 2029 Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

A day later, Chief Minister
DevendraFadnavissaid the Ma-
harashtra committee was pre-
paring the draft,and UCCimple-

mentation would begin soon
after. Fadnavisalsosaid thestate
government aims to table the
UCCBiIllin the Assembly during
thewinter sessionin December.

In July, the committee was
granted sixmonths tosubmitits

report. Headed by former Su-
preme Court judge Ranjana
Desai, it has met only once.

The committeealsoincludes
former Bombay High Court (HC)
judges RC Chavan and SG Me-
hare, former Maharashtra Chief
Secretary D K Jain, former Ad-
vocate General Birendra Saraf,
social activist and Padma Shri
awardee Ramesh Patange, and
education expert Suvarna
Rawal. Officials said the commit-
tee met once last month and is
expected to meet again soon to
decide on the process for prepar-
ing the draft and recommenda-
tions. The panel is also likely to
seek public views before finalis-
ingitsdraft.

A questionnaire on UCC-re-
lated issuessuch as marriage, di-
vorce, live-in relationships, in-
heritance and adoption will also
be prepared to seek and gather

views from stakeholdersand the
public, including youngsters, of-
ficials said. The consultation
could be carried out through a
website, similar to the process
followed in Uttarakhand, and
may also involve legal and para-
legal volunteers, officials said.

Uttarakhand became the
firststate toimplement the UCC
inJanuary 2025. Gujarat, Assam,
and Madhya Pradesh havesince
passed UCC Bills, but their laws
areawaiting final approval from
the President, according to the
state government.

Amit Shah’s announce-
ment on Sunday came as the
BJP-led NDA seeks to take the
UCC to all 21 states under its
rule before the next Lok Sabha
election. In Maharashtra, the
government’s next step is to
prepare the state draft and
committee recommendations.
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portance in rural areas, where
theschemeisaimed atimprov-
ing road connectivity.

Officials in the Rural Devel-
opment Department said the
shorter tender period was a re-
sultof the Centre’s deadline.

“The central government
will not release funds for
PMGSY if the work orders are
not given before September
30. As a result, this decision
has been taken,” an official
said. The official said the
tenders for the road works
were issued at the Zilla Par-
ishad level and there was no
possibility of manipulation.

Abhijeet Dipke’s next project:
Campaign for Adivasi schools

Ankita Deshkar
Nagpur, September 16

COCKROACH JANTA party
(CJP) convenor Abhijeet Dipke
has launched a campaign titled
“Adivasi School Thik Karo” to
highlight concernsover thecon-
dition of schools, availability of
teachers and basic educational
facilities in tribal areas.
Announcing the campaign
in Nagpur on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 16, Dipke said his team
would visit tribal schools in Ma-
harashtra, including Gadchiroli,
as well as other parts of the
country, and document the fa-
cilities available to students.
Comingon the heelsof CJP’s
‘School Thik Karo’ campaign,
aimed at improving the condi-
tion of schools across the
country, Dipke said the ‘Adivasi
School Thik Karo’ will initially
focus on basic infrastructure, as
he cited instances where class-
rooms meant for anganwadis

Dipke interacts with students on Wednesday. DHANANJAY KHEDKAR

were allegedly being used to
conductschool classes.
Raising concerns over the
deaths of tribal students, Abhi-
jeet Dipke claimed that more
than 590 Adivasistudentsin Ma-
harashtra had lost their lives
over the past twoyears, with Bal-

aghatregisteringover 30 student

MUMBAI POLICE arrested
seven persons in connection
withacase over cyber fraud ac-
tivities allegedly being carried
out from Goa-based villas.

The police said the accused
were involved in transferring
fraudulently obtained money
from victims through various
bank accounts. The police said
the accused had moved nearly
Rs 400 crore of fraudulently
obtained money.

DCPRaj Tilak Roushan said,
“We have arrested seven more
accused inacaseinwhich three
persons had been arrested ear-
lier. The seven accused hail
from Gujarat and had been
moving across villas in Goa for
the past few months.”

The officer said most of the
accused were in their late 20s
and hailed from Ahmedabad,
Mehsana and Gandhinagar in
Gujarat.

The officer said the accused
used anapp developed by them
to transfer money across sev-
eral bank accounts. They re-
ceived instructions from some
accused based in Dubai, based
on which they transferred
money across several bank ac-
counts.

While the modus operandi
was similar, the police said they
did not find any link to a similar
case in which a Goa villa was
busted by a Crime Branch unit
last month.

The officer said the police
hadinitially arrested three per-
sons who arranged mule ac-
countsand operated from aso-
ciety in Malad. They would
send cheque books, ATM cards

deathsinthepastthreemonths. | andother bankdetails by cour-
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inadequate access to medical fa-
cilities, and questioned the com-
pensation provided to families
of deceased students.

The seven accused were
produced beforeacourtand re-
manded in police custody till
September 24.

NCP (SP) MP challenges Shah'’s
claims on origin of ‘Shiv Jayanti’

Alok Deshpande
Mumbai, September16

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah’sstatement crediting free-
dom fighter Bal Gangadhar
Tilakwith starting the Shiv Jay-
anti (birth anniversary of Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj) celebra-
tions during his recent visit to
Mumbai has been disputed by
opposition Nationalist Congress
Party (SP)leaderand Lok Sabha
MP Amol Kolhe.

Kolhe, who represents the
Shirur constituency, said on
Wednesday thatsocial reformer
Jyotirao Phule should instead
becredited with starting the cel-
ebrations and that the history
should be taught accurately to
the younger generation.

“While addressing the All
IndiaRajbhashaLanguage Con-
ference yesterday, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah stated that
‘Lokmanya Tilak initiated the

Shiv Jayanti festival. Thisstate-
ment requires certain factual
corrections,” Kolhe said ina so-
cial media post.

Kolhe said Tilak’s contribu-
tion to the nation was “undeni-
ablybeyond dispute”; however,
he said the Shiv Jayanti festival
was first started by Phule in
Punein 1870.

“In 1869, Mahatma Phule
discovered the tomb of Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj at Fort
Raigad, and from the following
year, heinitiated the public cel-
ebration of Shiv Jayanti. Ma-
hatmaPhulealso composed the
first ballad (Powada) on Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj. At that
time, Lokmanya Tilak was
merely 13 to 14 years old,” said
the MP.

Kolhe, who is also an actor,
has played the roles of Chhatra-
pati Shivaji, Chhatrapati Samb-
haji and Phule in different
television serials. Headded that

Tilak later gave the Shiv Jayanti
festival a wider public form.

“This history now needs to
be presented accurately
through textbooks to the na-
tion’s younger generation. Why
did thesituation arise where the
tomb of Shivrai had to be redis-
covered? Was this history sup-
pressed during the intervening
period, and is there an attempt
to present it differently now?
Suchdoubtsnaturally arise,” he
asked.

In his speech, Shah had said
Tilak had understood the pulse
of the country and that aware-
ness about the country’s struc-
ture, culture and history could
be created through cultural na-
tionalism.

“For this, Tilak Maharaj took
two initiatives. First was the
public Ganesh festival and sec-
ond was celebrating the birth
anniversary of Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj,” Shah had said.

Panel on public
finance setupto
consolidate
fiscal position

Mumbai: The state govern-
ment on Wednesday formed
the ‘Maharashtra Committee
onSustainable Public Finance’
to recommend measures for
the sustainable augmentation
of the state’s own tax and non-
tax revenues and for the con-
solidation of its fiscal position
to support the ‘Viksit Maha-
rashtra @ 2047’ vision.

Theseven-member commit-
tee will be headed by Dr Vijay
Kelkar, former chairman, thir-
teenth finance commissionand
former finance secretary.

The committee will recom-
mend measures to improve
compliance, plug leakages, ra-
tionalise rates, strengthen re-
turns frompublicassetsand en-
terprises, and improve the
efficiency of publicexpenditure.

The committee shall submit
itsreportwithinsixmonths. ENS
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NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to SEBI Circular HO/38/13/11(2)2026-MIRSD-POD/I/3750/2026 dated January 30,2026, request(s)
have been received by the Company from the Transferee(s) / Claimant(s) to transfer the below mentioned share(s) held in the name(s) of
the shareholder(s) as detailed below, to his/her/their name(s).

Sl Name and address of Folio N Name and address of the | Certificate No. o f Distinctive Numbers
No. Claimant(s) olio No(s). registered shareholder(s) No. Equity
Shares From To
1 Pramod Kumar B Harlalka 054465483 | Rajkumar Chandrabhan 66629894 80 6871120237 6871120316
Manoj Packing Works Agrawal (HUF)
573 J S S Road, Chira Bazar Anil Chandrabhan Agrawal
2nd Floor, Mumbai 24 Dhootpadeshwar Prasad
Maharashtra 400002 3rd Floor, 240/42
Girgaon Road, Mangal Wadi
Mumbai, Mah htra 400004
2 Rasila Pradip Mehta 021001252 | Mihir Paresh Mehta 50061188 5 1155006364 1155006368
Pradip Dwarkadas Mehta 2 Vijay Apartments 59201071 1 256958991| 256958991
1003 Vijay Apartment M G Cross Road No 3 59201072 4 100314119 100314122
M G Cross Road, No 3, Near Kandivli West 62032292 10 | 2182643648| 2182643657
BMC Swimming Pool Mumbai 400067 66679773 20 | 6877403330| 6877403349
Kandivali West
Mumbai, Maharashtra
India 400067

transferand / or sent under objection by the Company.

aforesaid shares.
Place : Mumbai
Date : 17.09.2026

These shares were claimed to have been purchased / acquired by respective Transferee(s)/ Claimant(s) and were earlier submitted for

Any person(s) who has / have any objection in this regard, should lodge such objection with the Company's Registrar and Transfer Agent
viz. “KFin Technologies Limited”, Selenium Tower B, Plot No. 31-32, Gachibowli, Financial District, Nanakramguda, Hyderabad -
500 032, within Thirty (30) days from the date of publication of this notice, failing which, the Company will proceed to transfer the
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